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Exploring African and Asian Art
Find out about African, Caribbean and Asian artefacts and paintings at the Barber. Learn about the West African ‘Altar to the Hand’, our bronze sculpture of the Hindu deity Siva, our drawing of ‘Miss La La’ by Degas, and our beautiful Persian and Indian Miniature paintings.  Then have a go at creating your own African inspired print or Indian Miniature painting!
Aims….
To encourage pupils to… improve looking, listening and speaking skills through questioning and discussion, explore the fascinating history and purpose of objects and paintings in the collection, develop skills in enquiry, develop ideas and be creative, experiment with new materials and techniques.
Outcomes…..
Improved knowledge of the art of cultures around the world, a better understanding of the African continent and South Asia, and an understanding of how to create a print or watercolour painting.
The works we look at and the questions we ask….
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Indian, Siva as Lord of Dance, 15th/16th century
· What might we call this object? A painting?...

· What is Siva doing?  What is Siva surrounded by? And holding?
· Siva is standing on a little man. What do you think he symbolises?
· Was this designed to be displayed in an art gallery or museum? What/ who do you think it was made for?
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West African, ‘Altar to the Hand’, 18th /19th century

· Describe the shape of this object!

· What do you think it was used for? Who was it made for?
· This was made by the Edo people of Benin. The largest figure on this object is the most important person in the Benin kingdom. Who do you think this is?

· What is she doing – look at her hands? What do you think this means?

· What sorts of things do we use our hands for?
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Edgar Degas, Miss La La at the Cirque Fernando, 1879
· What is this figure doing?

· What materials is it made with?

· Why do you think the artists drew all those lines on the drawing?
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Indian Moghul School, Portrait of a lady, 18th century

· Why do you think this painting is so small? What was it originally made for?

· Describe this lady’s appearance. What is she wearing?

· What patterns and colours do you see in the very elaborate frame around her?

The work we then make…
You can choose to do a printing workshop where we take inspiration from the patterns in the altarpiece and make bold African-style poly-block prints, or opt for a painting workshop where students paint portraits using watercolour paints on stretched paper, inspired by the Persian and Indian miniatures.
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